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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING — 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING POLICY — REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Planning 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.03 am]: I rise to update the house on the revised 
“State Planning Policy No. 5.2—Telecommunications Infrastructure”, which was gazetted on Tuesday, 
8 September. The policy provides guidance to local governments on planning matters relating to the location, 
design and installation of telecommunications infrastructure, including mobile phone towers. The government 
has a number of state planning policies that provide guidance on key planning issues such as residential design 
or environmental considerations in development. State planning policies are the highest level of planning policy, 
adopted under specific provisions in the Planning and Development Act 2005. They are prepared by the 
Department of Planning on behalf of the Western Australian Planning Commission and endorsed by cabinet and 
the Governor. 

The telecommunications infrastructure state planning policy was first adopted in 2004. However, given the 
significant changes in technology and infrastructure since this time, coupled with the community’s growing 
reliance on mobile phones and digital data, a review of the policy was announced last year. It was also identified 
that there needed to be greater consistency across local government decision-making and clearer direction in the 
policy to local governments on the appropriate ways to deal with proposed mobile phone towers and other 
infrastructure through local planning scheme provisions, in structure plans and in the assessment of development 
applications. A public survey conducted during review of the policy identified that the main concern from the 
public was the need to increase mobile phone coverage, particularly in regional areas. However, in some local 
government areas there had been pressure to refuse mobile phone tower development applications, without due 
consideration for the wider community expectations and the amenity of better mobile phone coverage. 

The policy now stops local governments from prohibiting telecommunications infrastructure across all zones in 
their local planning schemes and requires that development applications are assessed against set criteria in the 
policy, including location, design and amenity considerations. Although as a planning policy it does not directly 
increase mobile phone coverage, the government is delivering other initiatives to improve telecommunications 
services, particularly in regional Western Australia. Royalties for regions has funded $40 million for the regional 
mobile communications project, which was completed last year, and $45 million for the new regional 
telecommunications project. 
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